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2009 HOLIDAY SOLDIER PROJECTS

President Larry Van Kuran reports: Our Association can take great comfort in the knowledge that, for yet another
year, we stepped up to lend a hand to our comrades in arms who wear the uniform today. The 2009 holiday season saw
our Association donate $3,000 to soldiers and their families across both of our active duty battalions: 1-18 IN at Ft. Riley,
KS and 2-18 IN at Baumholder, Germany. This support was very well received and appreciated by the individual families.
As Association President, let me extend a well deserved “Thank You” to each and every one of you who helped make
such support possible. Thanks guys, thanks a million!

And with that, let me give you a little success story, the moral of which might be titled “The 18th Infantry Regiment
Association does it...again!” A call was received on a Wednesday afternoon asking about our Association’s anticipated
donation. Evidently the Battalion was holding a final formation the next Friday, where the soldiers would be released on
block leave and everyone would be gone for the holidays. The Association’s donation was to be presented at that
formation. Now remember, the call came Wednesday afternoon, barely two days before our Association’s holiday
donation would be presented, and the check was not yet in the mail. Talk about “short time!” Well, we got on the phone
quickly and did what 11Bs know how to do — we got it done! Jim Stone (Treasurer) made out the check virtually while on
the phone. Someone came up with a FedEx overnight mailing account number. Jim took the check to FedEx and mailed
it that same day. And, would you believe it, the check reached the Battalion by 10AM on Friday morning for the final
formation.

As | have said to you previously, our Association is the most active group of its kind in staying in very close
contact with, and providing active support to our active duty 18th Infantry soldiers. We have a very strong and well-proven
track record on this score, and we continue to add to and build that record year upon year. To continue our record of
aggressive support and success, we need you! Remember, virtually 100% of all funds we receive whether from dues,
donations or supply sales, are applied directly to support for our soldiers and their families. Please send your generous
donations, payable to “18th Inf Regt Assn” to: Jim Stone (Treasurer), 258 Pells Road, Rhinebeck, NY 1 2572-2113.

This message was received from 1st Battalion CSM Mike Evans. Please share with the entire Association.

“First let me say, we received the Fed Ex package this morning with no issues. Secondly, on behalf of the six
fellow Soldiers who were the recipients of the funds, let me be the first to say "Thank you!" | can honestly say | am proud
to be associated with such an outstanding organization as the 18th Infantry Association. The dedication and support you
and your fine crew of gentleman provide to us is unmatched and heartfelt by all who witness. | personally cannot say
"Thank You" enough. [, along with all fellow Vanguards, wish you and your family, as well as, the entire Association a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. We all look forward to seeing you again in 2010!”

SOCIETY of the FIRST INFANTRY DIVISION
2010 BRO Reunion

COMBAT OFFICER'’S DINNER

The annual Combat Officer’s of the First Division Dinner
is scheduled for Saturday, 24 April 2010, at the Hilton
Mark Center Hotel in Alexandria, Virginia. Mark your
calendars! It is a unique dinner and our CP welcomes
all on Friday and Saturday. We had 23 Officers at the
2009 Dinner, but we can do better. Call a buddy, and

The 2010 BRO Reunion is scheduled in San Antonio for
August 25--29. As usual, the 18th Infantry Annual
Meeting will be held on Friday morning and the grand
banquet on Saturday night.. Don’t miss it.

come yourself.

For dinner information, please contact Andy Wilson, ph:
703-450-5220, or email: Andy.Wilson740@gmail,com

For information, please contact Jennifer Sanford or
Nancy Freeston, 1933 Morris Rd, Blue Bell, PA 19422.
Ph: 215-661-1969 or 888-324-4733.

E-mail: soclID@aol.com or www.1stID.org
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18TH INFANTRY HISTORY
1910 — ONE HUNDRED YEARS -- 2010

On November 12, 1909 the 18th Infantry Regiment disembarked at San Francisco from a two year combat deployment
against the Moros of Mindanao in the Philippine Islands. This completed their third, and as it turned out their last,
deployment to the Philippines. The Regiment, less the First Battalion, was assigned duty station at Fort MacKenzie, near
Sheridan, Wyoming, under command of Colonel Thomas F. Davis. The First Battalion and Machine Gun Company, under
command of Major Henry Kirby, took station at Whipple Barracks, near Prescott, Arizona. January 1910 Returns indicate
that the Regiment maintained a total strength of 50 Officers and 813 Enlisted Men assigned. 1910 was a year to recruit,
refit, and train, after having been deployed seven out of the past eleven years (1898-1901, 1903-1905, 1907-1909).
Wyoming, though cold in Winter, was an excellent duty station for this purpose, as was Whipple Barracks.

WELCOME 1-18 IN CSM MICHAEL F. EVANS!

CSM Michael F. Evans is a native of Columbus, Ga. He enlisted into the United
States Army as an Infantryman (11B) on 20 Sept 1989. He is currently pursuing a Bachelor
of Science degree with LSU.

CSM Evans' initial assignment was with HQs, 3rd Battalion, 504th Parachute
Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, NC from 3 Nov 1989 to 31 Dec
1994. There he served as a Rifleman, Scout, Sniper, Sniper Team Leader and Sniper
Squad Leader. He served in combat with the 82nd during Operation Desert Shield/Desert
Storm. On 1 Jan 1995, he arrived for duty as a Drill Sergeant to C Co, 1st Battalion, 61st
Infantry Regiment. On 10 Feb 1997, he returned to the 82nd Airborne Division to HQs, 3rd
Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, as a Sniper Squad Leader. In addition, he
served as a Scout Platoon Sergeant and Rifle Platoon Sergeant with both Bravo and Alpha
Companies. On 19 May 1999, he was assigned to the Joint Readiness Training Center at

. ' il Ft Polk, LA to assume duties as an Observer Controller in the Live Fire Division. On 1 Jan
2001, he assumed the duties as the Training Operations NCOIC. CSM Evans then served as the First Sergeant of C Co,
1st Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division, FT Hood, TX from 28 Aug 2002 to 30 Jun 2004. He served in
combat with the 4th ID during Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iragi Freedom 1. In May 2006, CSM Evans
was selected to serve as Battalion Command Sergeant Major, for the 3rd Bn, 60th IN Regiment, Fort Jackson, SC and
currently serves as the BN CSM for the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment, 1st ID.

CSM Evans is also a graduate of all the Non-Commissioned Officer Educational Schools (NCOES), including the
United States Army Sergeants Major Academy, Class 56. He is also a graduate of the following military schools: United
States Army Drill Sergeant School, Master Fitness Course, Basic Airborne and Jumpmaster Course, Air Assault Course,
Scout Reconnaissance Surveillance Course, Combat Lifesaver Course, US Army Sniper School, United States Army
Special Operations Target Interdiction Course and the United States Army Ranger School.

His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal with Valor Device (1 OLC), Meritorious Service Medal
(6th OLC), Army Commendation Medal (5th OLC), Army Achievement Medal (8th OLC), Good Conduct Medal (6th
Award), National Defense Service Medal (1 Star), South West Asia Service Medal (2d Star), Noncommissioned Officers
Professional Development Ribbon (numeral 4), Overseas Ribbon, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Global War on
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, Saudi Arabia Kuwait
Liberation Medal, Kuwait Liberation Medal, Drill Sergeant Badge, Air Assault Badge, Master Parachutist Badge,
Kazakhtan Parachutist Badge, Expert Infantry Badge, Combat Infantryman's Badge (2d Award) and the US Army Ranger
Tab. He is a member of the Prestigious Sergeant Audie Murphy Club and has been selected into the Order of Saint
Maurice Club (Centurion Level).

The 18th Infantry Regiment Association welcomes CSM Evans and his family into the 18th Infantry family.

18th INFANTRY -- IN OMNIA PARATUS! — IN ALL THINGS PREPARED!
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1st BATTALION, 18th INFANTRY

Vanguard Brothers across the world, greetings from Fort Riley; we hope
this finds each of you well!  Once again, where do | begin? So much has happened in
the Vanguard Nation since our last publication of the Regimental Newsletter that | am
struggling to remember all the events and to get all this info to fit into one article. | guess
the biggest news is that | am greeting you from Fort Riley and not northwest Baghdad as
| have in the last several issues. We successfully and safely redeployed and had all
Vanguards back on our home turf by the middle of October 2009. To that end, | want to
thank each and every member of the Regimental Association, and all Vanguards that
have gone before us, for your continued outpouring of kindness, prayers, and support
that helped us focus on our mission in Iraq, and continues to help us now that we are
home. We are especially thankful for the financial support that the Regiment provided to
many of our Soldiers and their Families during the recent Holiday season.

Since our return home, we have completed the final phase of our Iraqi
operation, which is the Reintegration of our Soldiers and Families. We are currently in a
transitional period that the Army calls the RESET phase of the Army Force Generation Model. During RESET many of
our leaders and Soldiers move on to other units or new chapters of life, and new people arrive to fill the voids. Most
notably among those leaders that have moved on was CSM Jeff Smith. We were all sad to see him leave the Battalion,
and his dynamic leadership is surely missed, but as always, the Army saw fit to send us another great leader, CSM Mike
Evans, who as of late October has assumed the reins as Vanguard 7 and has hit the ground running and has made a
tremendously positive impact on the unit. As the name implies, during RESET we also revamp and field equipment so
that we are ready to hit the ground running in the Training phase of the model. Along the way, we have continued to
accomplish much.

In late October the entire Dagger Brigade uncased our colors and the Vanguards conducted our Battalion
deployment awards ceremony. During that special event, we also transferred responsibility of the Regimental Colors to
our new Honorary Command Sergeant Major of the Regiment - HCSM Dwight Hood. We also unveiled our deployment
print that day - an amazing piece of work entitled “That Body of Brave Men” that depicts the Regiments history in each of
our campaigns culminating with a scene from our recent time in Baghdad. We still have copies available for purchase for
anyone who wants one (there should be more info about how to order them elsewhere in this newsletter.) We were
honored to have COL and MRS Chamberlain, CSM and MRS Hood, CSM Binkley, Larry, and Jake with us on that day.
Most importantly, however, we were especially grateful to have our wounded warriors who were evacuated from Iraq —
SSG Robert Canine, SSG Eric Cowin, and SPC Rhett Murphy - all with us too. Continue to keep them in your prayers as
they continue on the path to full recovery and grow increasingly comfortable with their prosthetic limbs.

In both November and December we were all able to enjoy a couple of weeks of block leave. In late November
we also had our Redeployment Ball and were honored that Larry Van Kuran; “Jake,” Renee, and Victoria Jacobs; Ed
Fedrick; and MAJ(R) Dan and Mava Rogers could all join us. The beer and bourbon flowed, the ladies were stunning,
Soldiers danced, | recounted our year in combat, and of course Ed lamented that the Army would not let him back in to
earn a star for his CIB! All in all, it was a fabulous time had by all.

As we continue through the RESET phase, | want you to know that this transitional period is in no way a cause for
concern because the Vanguards are no stranger to transition. For the last 20 months, since | joined the ranks of the
Vanguards, it seems like we have always been going somewhere, fielding something, and expanding our battle space and
responsibilities. Like those Vanguards that have gone before us, we embrace change as a necessary action that we must
undertake in order to attain even greater achievement. As an example, 65 years ago today, Vanguard Soldiers — heroes
including some of you reading this — had just helped defeat the Germans in the Battle of the Bulge and reduced what was
perhaps the greatest German Counteroffensive of World War 1l to a last gasp effort by the enemy. Instead of resting on
the laurels of that achievement, however, the Vanguards, and the entire Big Red One, rapidly transitioned to assignment
in the 18" Airborne Corps and on 2 FEB 1945 were marching east in preparation for a future attack. We don't have to
look that far back in our history, however, to find another example of Vanguard Soldiers performing heroic acts in support
of transition. One year ago today, our Soldiers were recovering wire and barriers from the streets of northwest Baghdad
having just transitioned from supporting the Iragi Provincial Elections by continuously patrolling 72 straight hours and
helping the Iraqi Security Forces secure an incident free and strategically important event. Such actions are a tangible
reminder that every Vanguard is part of something much bigger and more powerful than just himself; we are all part of a
distinguished line of warriors that extends from Murfreesboro to Baghdad, where we continue to make a difference in the
world.

(Continued on Page 4 ... 1-18 IN Report)

18th INFANTRY REUNION - AUGUST 25-29, 2010 - SAN AN'ONIO, TX
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2nd BATTALION, 18th INFANTRY

Dear Vanguards! Greetings from Baumholder. | just returned from our Expert
Infantryman lane training. Our brigade, the 170" Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
committed to executing an Expert Infantryman’s Badge event. The fact that we're
doing it in snow storms doesn’t take away from the fact that Soldiers are executing
challenging and realistic training really for the first time since we redeployed from Iraq
and they’re loving it. This is the first EIB executed in Baumholder in at least five years.

The months of July through November saw the battalion very busy. Reset
was our main effort and to that end we received to standard over 1000 pieces of
equipment.  In addition to reset the battalion completed four company changes of
command, executed over 40 weapon ranges, sent over 500 Soldiers to NCOES and
troop schools, trained over 100 Soldiers in our First Responder Course (life saving
skills), and we also squeezed in a battalion Turkey Bowl football tournament and a
winter ball all while going through a 40% turnover in personnel. The football
tournament saw each company (HHC, A, B, C) enter two teams in a single elimination
format. The championship game came down to an HHC team led by me against a
i very good smack talking team from A CO. Unfortunately for my team, | threw four
interceptions in a loss to A CO, the tournament champions. The winter ball was a fantastic event. All the Soldiers and
Families here cannot thank the Association enough for the incredible act of generosity in sending funds to help us lower
the cost for our Soldiers. We are eternally grateful to you. We then took our Christmas leave and jumped right into EIB.
The battalion entered approximately 140 candidates. Soldiers not participating will still train but as part of our Warrior
Task lanes after EIB. Our EIB will continue through 5 Feb 10.

The remainder of the fiscal year includes a battalion staff ride to study Operation Market Garden and a tasking
that will see a leader heavy detail sent to Hohenfels, Germany to assist in the 2" Stryker Regiment’s Mission Rehearsal
Exercise. The battalion will then begin our gunnery rotation at the beginning of April. Platoon Situational Training
Exercises (STX) will follow gunnery in the summer allowing the battalion to prepare and nest our training with our
company STX training which will be conducted as part of our Mission Rehearsal Exercise at Hohenfels, the Joint Multi-
National Training Center, in the Aug-Sep timeframe. In the summer CSM Dwight Dooley will PCS to Fort Jackson, South
Carolina to take over as the brigade CSM for the 165" Training Brigade. He will be sorely missed. His replacement
remains unidentified.

As | sign off for this month’s report, | want to reiterate how proud we are of the Association and our place in it.
Hopefully, one day soon we’ll get to meet each other face to face.

In Omnia Paratus!

LTC Matthew L. Eichburg, Commanding 2nd Battalion

(1-18 IN Report ... Continued from Page 3)

In closing, | want to highlight that among our new leaders we have two new company commanders in the
Battalion and three new First Sergeants. By the first of March we will add two more new company commanders to our
ranks. | hope that you have the opportunity to meet them all in the near future. If you are ever in the Fort Riley area,
please give us a call and visit us because we would love to swap stories of Vanguard lore and show off our post. |
continue to be humbled by the privilege of being Vanguard 6. In this great Army of ours, | never want to be anything else.
Our Soldiers, and our brotherhood in the 18" Regiment, are a tremendous gift. | want to thank each of you for your
sacrifices in service to these colors and thank you for your undying support. You can sleep well tonight fellow Vanguards,
for while we are no longer on point in Iraq, we are busy preparing for the next call, wherever and whenever that may be.
God Bless you all, our warriors, and our great nation!

FIRST TO BATTLE!

LTC John Vermeesch, Commanding 1st Battalion

18th INFANTRY ANNUAL MEETING - AUGUST 27, 2010 - SAN ANTONIO, TX
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
From the desk of Larry Van Kuran

Membership . At press time, our Association roster showed 200 members with dues paid
through 2010 or beyond. We have sent out dues notices to another 50 members who's dues
expired this past Dec. 31, 2009. There are also about 50 additional members who have not
paid dues since 2008 or before; these folks will also be receiving dues notices shortly. With all
that said, our Association needs many more members to be able to continue and to increase
the active support we routinely provide to our active duty soldiers and families. Remember, our
Association is one-of-a-kind in providing support to our active duty soldiers and families as we
do. That track record of commitment requires continued support — support in the form of active
membership.

In the past, we have mailed personal letters to former 18th Infantry soldiers, not already on our
membership roles, asking that they join with us in membership and support. We will do so
again. If you know someone who is eligible to become a member of our Association, please reach out and encourage
them to join with us. If that someone is you, then please sit down and make out your membership check ($30 for two
years, payable to “18th Inf Regt Assn”) and mail it to me (Larry Van Kuran, 6378 Jamieson Ave., Encino, CA 91316-
6414).

Upcoming Events . By now, everyone should be aware of our next reunion: Aug. 25-29 in San Antonio, TX. Folks, San
Antonio is a great town! There are lots of things to do and see, believe me. And one of our Association’s past Honorary
Sergeants Major, CSM Naman Carter, USA/Ret., and wife Jan, live in San Antonio, so our Association will be “wired” with
intel on the very best places. We are looking forward to having one of the best reunions in our Association’s history. This
year, we WILL take the “best attendance” flag from the 16th Infantry Regiment Association, and we aren’t going to return
it, either!

Additionally, | believe a Change-of-Command Ceremony for 1-18 IN at Ft. Riley, KS will be held sometime prior to our
Aug. reunion. However, at press time | do not have the specifics. We will also have more information regarding a
possible trip (nothing definite yet) to visit with our 2-18 IN brethren in Baumholder, Germany in 2010. We will keep you
informed on that score, so watch our Association website and look for our e-mails on this and other topics.

I’'m looking forward to seeing each and every one of you and yours in San Antonio this August. Let’s all continue to work
hard together as members of our 18" Infantry Regiment Association family to help our active duty soldiers and families
whenever and wherever we can.

DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE REGIMENT

This is a reminder that all recommendations/nominations for 2000 DMOR/HMOR need to be submitted by March 1. A
written narrative, not just a name, is required. In the written nomination, please provide the who, when, what, where, and
why. Who? — nominee’s hame. When? — dates of service in 18th Infantry, which unit, position, etc. What? — what the
nominee has done since serving to support or bring honor to the 18th Infantry. Where? — the nominee’s address, phone
number, and email (and yours). Why? — briefly why you are nominating this individual, and, also, will the nhominee be
attending the reunion in order to receive the award. Please send your nomination to Larry Paul, 6079 Brenda Lane,
Onaway, MI 49765 or email to LFP18INF@aol.com. If you have any questions, please call Larry Paul at 419-355-2839.

18th INFANTRY MEMORABILIA

We have items of 18th Infantry memorabilia you can purchase — golf shirts w/unit crest embroidered, baseball caps,
regular issue unit crests, miniature unit crest lapel pins, coffee mugs, & Etc. If you are interested in our S4 Supplies,
please contact Larry Van Kuran, 6378 Jamieson Ave, Encino, CA 91316. Ph: 818-427-1577 or email:
vankuran@ix.netcom.com

18th INFANTRY ANNUAL MEETING - AUGUST 27, 2010 - SAN ANTONIO, TX
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18th INFANTRY REGIMENT

HONORARY COLONEL'S COMMENTS

As we head into the New Year, it may be a good time to reflect on what it really means to
Serve. All of us at some point raised our right hands and swore to support and defend the
Constitution of the United States. Some of us may have come to that point voluntarily and
some of us may have had some help getting there from Uncle Sam. Either way, we all chose to
take the oath and we all fulfilled that oath. Now we are older men and perhaps wiser, but we
are all better men for our Service. All of us left our homes. Many of us traveled to foreign
countries and waged war. And all of us were marked in some degree by our experiences.
Sometimes that marking took a greater toll as the years went by than we realized. Perhaps we
drank more, laughed less and had a look in our eyes that only another combat veteran can
see. He sees a reflection of his own eyes and when he smiles and when he laughs, it never
seems to quite reach his eyes. Life is good, but it's also never the same in spite of our best
efforts to pretend that it is so.

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder did not exist as an acknowledged condition twenty years ago.
The Army and the Veterans Administration have slowly, very slowly come to realize that it is

real and it affects many of our combat veterans, past and present. Back in the day, you didn't talk about it. It wasn’t manly
to do so. There is still a stigma in the minds of many combat veterans about admitting it; about admitting that you are
somehow changed and being affected by your Service in combat.

Gentlemen, there is no weakness. Not in this group. Not in the 18" Infantry Regiment. | would ask all of you that this note
resonates with to go to the VA and take the PTSD questionnaire. You may be surprised at what you discover about

yourself. | was.
In Omnia Paratus!

E.W. Chamberlain I,
Colonel, Infantry

HCOR, 18" US Infantry Regiment

NEW 18th INFANTRY PRINT AVAILABLE

Our 18th Infantry Regiment Association has commissioned a print commemorating the history of the Regiment. This is a
fund-raiser for our 18th Infantry Regiment Association in direct support of our two active duty battalions (1-18 IN at Ft.
Riley and 2-18 IN at Baumholder, Germany). There are two (2) different types of prints now available - different prices and

different options.

Artist Proof - $75 ea (Can have artist make personal inscription if you wish)
Make check payable to: "18th Inf Reg Print Fund"

Contact: COL Bill Chamberlain, 1l (USA/Ret)

19618 Woodland Manor Place

Lutz, FL 33549-9398

Regular Print - $50 ea (No personalized inscription available)
Make check payable to: "18th Inf Bn Print Fund"
Contact: 2LT Robert Deaton (S-2)

7638 Shanks St.
Ft. Riley, KS 66442
785-239-4376

View the print on Page 7.

18th INFANTRY REUNION - AUGUST 25-29, 2010 -SAN ANTONIO, TX
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“THIS BODY OF BRAVE MEN”

A description of the print contents are: the scene begins on the left, with a cameo rendering of the first combat action in
which the 18th Infantry Regiment participated — the Battle at Stones River, more commonly referred to as Murfreesboro.
Both the 1st and 2nd Battalions were present carrying National Colors. Smaller cameos across the top depict each of the
major wars in which the 18th Infantry Regiment participated: Spanish-American War, The Philippines War, World War |,
World War I, Viet Nam, and Bosnia/Kosovo. The scene is completed with a cameo on the right featuring the 18th
Infantry’s most recent actions in Baghdad, Iraq. [Note: The print below is in black-and-white. To see the print in color, go
to our 18" Infantry Regiment Association’s website: http://www.18inf.org/ ]

This print is one of a kind, and represents our 18" Infantry Regiment's history from day one to today. Consider
purchasing a print as an additional means of making a donation to the Regiment. Proceeds from print sales go directly to
the Battalions and our Regimental Association to support our active duty soldiers and their families.

18th INFANTRY ANNUAL MEETING - AUGUST 27, 2010 - SAN ANTONIO, TX
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PATCHES WORN BY THE 18th INFANTRY

The Badge of the 18th Infantry is the Red Acornthe 1st Division, XIV Corps (Civil War),
which gules atop the crest of the 18th Infantry iRemt Coat of Arms. During the First World
War, patches were introduced in order to distingusldiers from different units. 18th Infantry
soldiers have worn eight different patches. Masinpnent is the patch of the 1st Division.
However, soldiers of the 18th Infantry have wora gatch of the 8th Division, the 24th Division,
the 3d Armored Division, as well as the Berlin Byilg, the 197th Brigade, the 187th Brigade, and
the 170th Brigade. Today, our 1st Battalion wdhesBig Red One of the 1st Infantry Division,
while our 2d Battalion wears the Black Bayonethaf 170th Infantry Brigade.

18th INFANTRY -- IN OMNIA PARATUS! — IN ALL THINGS PREPARE
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