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18th Infantry Colors Return to Ft Riley
Almost twenty-five years ago, on 1 November 1983, the Colors of the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry, were cased at Ft Riley, ending
almost three decades at that Post.  Soldiers of the 18th Infantry subsequently served in the Army Reserves in Massachusetts
(Iceland’s Defense Force), and in the regular Army at Ft Benning, in Germany, in Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Kuwait, in Macedonia,
Bosnia, and Kosovo, and again in Iraq for two tours of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  However, Ft Riley has come to be considered
the home of the 1st Infantry Division and the Big Red One is our parent Division.   It was a joyous, though somewhat
bittersweet event on a cold Kansas day when the battalion Colors were unfurled on the Parade Field at Ft Riley on 28 March
2008.  Kansas is again our home base – did you know that we were also there in the 1880s?  We will miss Germany, although
our 2nd Battalion is scheduled to be re-activated at Baumholder, Germany in 2010.  Nevertheless, we look forward to this new
relationship with Ft Riley and our great soldiers who are serving there.

Attending this grand occasion were Phil Nielsen, Bob Boyd, Dan Rogers, and Gene Bear, all returnees to Ft Riley -- having
been there in 1965 prior to the departure of the 18th Infantry to Vietnam on the USS Gordon. Three former 1st Battalion
Commanders: Bob Boyd (1977-79), Bill Chamberlain (1990-92), and Ted Cook (1994-96).  A former 4th Battalion combat
commander: Bob Fulcher (1990-1992)  In addition, the Association President and Vice President were both in attendance,
representing each of us, and the Honorary Colonel and Honorary Sergeant Major, representing the 18th Infantry’s long and
distinguished record of service in the United States Army (For details of the event, see Honorary Sergeant Major Mike Binkley’s
“after action report” on Page 3).  More information and pictures are available on the 2BCT web page listed below:
(See web page: www.1id.army.mil/UnitPage.aspx?unit=2bct) 

18TH INF REGT ASSN ANNUAL MEETING DATE AND TIME
2008  BRO Reunion – Colorado Springs, Colorado – 20-24 August 2008

The Annual Meeting of the 18th Infantry Regiment Association is scheduled at 5:00pm, on THURSDAY, 21 August 2008, at
the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  (PLEASE NOTE:  The day and time have been changed this year in
order to accommodate reunion events scheduled for Friday -- a one-time change from our traditional Friday morning meeting.
 Please plan your schedule accordingly. ) Our annual meeting is held in conjunction with the annual reunion of the 1st Infantry
Division.  We attempt to complement the Society schedule, and, therefore, we are able to take advantage of room reservations
through the Society at the reduced convention rate and of having a large Command Post/hospitality room provided.

In addition to our annual business items, we hope to have a briefing from the battalion commander and CSM on the status of
our 1st Battalion, and to present awards to the 18th Infantry Soldier and NCO of the Year.  Several DMORs will also be
inducted.  Prior to the meeting, from 10:00am until 2:00pm, the 2-18 INF Vietnam Buddies are hosting a luncheon – contact
Roger Lyons for price and information at 801-523-8465.  Several Company groups also gather for spontaneous doings.

The 2008 BRO Reunion is scheduled in Colorado Springs for August 20-24, 2008.  As usual, the 18th Infantry will be there
in force.  Our goal is to have more 18th Infantry attending than any other regiment – remember that the 16th Infantry beat us
by only two registered members last year in St Louis – that will not stand.  Vice President Bob Callahan is organizing our
Command Post (see article on page 7) and promises a great place to renew old friendships, meet and greet new friends, and
swap stories, some of which, according to our Honorary Colonel, could even be true.

For information on room reservations, please contact Jennifer Sanford, 1933 Morris Rd, Blue Bell, PA 19422.  Ph: 1-888-324-
4733.  E-mail: soc1ID@aol.com or register on the Society web page: www.bigredone.org

18th INFANTRY ANNUAL MEETING – 5:00PM – THURSDAY, 2 1 AUGUST 2008
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18TH INFANTRY HISTORY – 40 YEARS AGO!
Report on the Battle of Tan Hiep, May 4-6, 1968

Written by Gary F. Gansereit, former rifleman in A-1-18 (67-68).

On May 3, 1968 the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry (Vanguards), 1st Infantry Division, air lifted to their base camp in Di-An,
Vietnam.  As part of Operation Toan Thang (Total Victory) the battalion had been conducting search and destroy, ambushes,
and Reconnaissance - In - Force (RIF) missions in the vicinity of Lai Khe . The battalion arrived in Di-An about 1800 hours for
a one day stand down -- minus Bravo Company, which remained in Lai Khe for a night ambush mission.  After closing on
Di-An, orders were issued that the alert status would be “gray” during the day and “yellow” at night.  Orders from Brigade
directed that all clubs be closed by 1900 hours -- no movies, all personnel in protected billets and all aircraft in sandbagged
stalls.  Intelligence reports indicated that the Viet Cong (VC) were about to launch another Offensive.  However, Beer rations
were issued in the battalion area by order of LTC Tronsrue ( Dogface  6).  

On May 4, Bravo Company airlifted into Di-An about 0730 hours from their night ambush (no contact).  Delta Company
departed out of the North Gate at about 0800 for a routine company sized  patrol around the Di-An and Tan Hiep area.  At
about  0945, Delta Company began receiving intense small arms and RPG fire at coordinates XT919104.  The company had
walked into an L - shaped ambush.  Several soldiers were killed or wounded in the first few minutes.  Artillery fire was
immediately called in on the enemy and by 1000 hours Dogface 6 had scrambled  the Reconnaissance (Recon) Platoon,
augmented by elements of Alpha Company, and requested a platoon from Troop A, 1st Squadron, 4th Calvary Regiment (1/4
Cav)  to move to the relief of Delta Company.  At this time, Delta Company was reporting that they were heavily engaged with
an estimated company sized force.  By 1145, the Recon Platoon and Troop A were at the scene and receiving scattered fire
as they approached Delta Company’s position.  The reinforcements were able to clear resistance with heavy and effective fire
from their M16's and the 50 Caliber machine guns and M-48 Tanks of 1/4 Cav.  During the continuous fighting, Delta Company
had lost all of its platoon leaders among the dead and wounded.  Therefore, Recon Platoon was attached to Delta Company.
Their orders were to regroup, hold their position as a blocking force, and evacuate casualties via dust-offs. 

Bravo Company assembled and moved out as soon as it became apparent that a serious firefight was in progress.
Upon reaching the area, Bravo Company swept west to east, then hooked north to engage the enemy force.  Heavy fighting
continued all afternoon.  Temperatures ranged from 90 to 100 degrees with high humidity, taking a toll on the troops.  Bravo
Company was receiving fire from machine guns and large numbers of hand grenades were being thrown from ditches that
crossed the area.  Helicopter Light Fire Teams (LFT) were called in and expended their loads on the VC positions that were
concealed in the areas streamlines, jungle, ditches and dikes.  The LFTs received heavy caliber machine gun fire and
automatic small arms fire from the wood lines as they made their gun runs.  Troop A, 1/4 Cav, moved to Bravo Company’s
left flank and continued to poor deadly fire upon the battlefield.  During the battle, Bravo Company captured the company
commander and executive officer of a VC Company, and  Alpha Company captured an NVA Captain.  The POWs supplied
important and timely tactical intelligence information. The enemy was identified as the Dong Nai VC Regiment, with NVA
advisors. This unit had been badly mauled during the Tet Offensive, but now had been re-trained and fitted with new small
arms, RPG7s, 82mm mortars, rockets and gas mask.  As of 1930 hours, the enemy body count was over one hundred killed
and five POWs.  As darkness fell, contact was broken and our battle weary units maneuvered back through the North Gate
at Di-An, closing at about 2230 hours.

On the morning of May 5, Bravo Company, with the Recon Platoon attached, was transported by truck to the battle
site and conducted a RIF in search of remaining enemy forces.  A sweep of the area was preformed by a company size
skirmish line with a platoon on each flank.  They found nine additional VC bodies and a large cache of weapons and supplies.
A brief firefight broke out and three more VC were killed. One more sweep of the area was conducted on May 6.  Several short
fire fights erupted, with Alpha Company losing one man KIA and  Bravo Company  having one KIA and one WIA.  Four more
VC were killed.  Additional VC bodies and equipment were found throughout the battlefield area.   All units closed into Di-an
by 1645 hours, thus ending the Battle of Tan Hiep.  This engagement cost the Dong Nai Regiment over 200 dead, five POWs,
and an undetermined number of wounded, leaving it ineffective as a fighting force for months to come.  The 1/18th lost eight
men killed in action and 24 wounded.

On the morning after initial contact, the VC officially launched their Offensive by raining mortars and rockets down on
Saigon.  It is clear that the Dong Nai Regiment planned an assault on Di-An during the night of May 4th or the early morning
hours of May 5th.  Had it not been for the heroic actions of the 1/18th combined arms task force, Di-An would likely have
suffered major losses.  The First Battalion received a Valorous Unit Award for this action.

NO MISSION TOO DIFFICULT! NO SACRIFICE TOO GREAT! DUTY FIRST!
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WORDS FROM THE HONORARY SERGEANT MAJOR MICHAEL L. B INKLEY
AFTER ACTION REPORT – Battalion Reflagging Event, Ft Riley, Kansas

Becky and I left home on Wednesday, March 26th, to drive
to Ft Riley for the reflaging of the new 1st Battalion,
18th Infantry Regiment.  It was a great drive. It is always a
joy driving across our great nation.  We enjoy reliving our
countries great history as we drive.  We passed St. Louis
and the great Mississippi River, stood on the banks of the
Missouri River where Louis and Clark made their crossing
on their historic exploration of the West, crossed the old
Oregon Trail, visited Hannibal, Missouri, where Mark Twain
made famous his Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn stories, and
we drove across the great plains state of Kansas, where
not too long ago great herds of Buffalo and native
Americans found their homes.

We arrived at the Clarion Hotel in Manhatten, Kansas. on
Thursday afternoon and were greeted in the lobby by
several soldiers of the regiment.  Chaplain (CPT) Darrel
Harlow-Curtis, CPT Jabril Rashad (Bn. Adjutant), MAJ Tom
McCardell (XO) and several enlisted soldiers.  Welcome
packets were given to all the old veterans as we arrived
and we spent several hours visiting with one another.  The
evening was taken up with all the veterans going to diner
with soldiers of the Regiment.  Becky and I, along with Bill
Chamberlain, Michelle Senatore, Larry Van Kuran and
Jake Jacobson, attended a dinner at the home of
LTC Chris Beckert and his wife Kerri. Also present was
CSM Jeffery Smith and the incoming Battalion
Commander, LTC John Vermeesch. LTC. Beckert’s home
is one of the very old original post houses, built over 100
years ago.  It is a grand old house full of Military history.
We enjoyed the dinner and friendship very much.

On Friday morning all the veterans and ladies were picked
up at the hotel by our soldiers and taken to the Parade
Field for the Reflagging Ceremony. It was a grand sight to
see.. They had old Artillery pieces, which were actually
fired, and horse mounted soldiers in period uniforms, who

made a charge across the field.  I couldn't help but think
about  our old friends at Conn Barracks in Schweinfurt, and
starting again to build relationships at Ft. Riley.

After the Parade Field Ceremony we went to lunch at the
dinning facility.  Our guys really eat well!  After lunch we were
taken to Range 7, which was then dedicated to Captain
George H. Fleck, a highly decorated WWI soldier who served
in the Machine Gun Company of the 18th Infantry Regiment.
Afterwards we returned to the Battalion Motor Pool and spent
some time with our soldiers.  We asked many questions.
These soldiers are the best.  We also had a chance to climb
into some of the vehicles.  The ladies liked this I think.  

Then it was back to the hotel to get ready for the Battalion
Social.  The time spent with our soldiers was truly wonderful.
Our own COL Chamberlain was the guest speaker and again
did a great job.  During the social that evening a
representative from the City of Wheaton, Howard (Sonny)
Carson, read the city’s proclamation to adopt the Battalion as
its own.  This was received by LTC Beckert.  The dinner
ended our very busy and wonderful two days with our soldiers
of the 18th Infantry regiment.  Thank you all for all you do!

I want to thank all the old veterans who were able to attend
the Reflaging at Ft. Riley.. We were very happy to see some
new faces who we haven't had the pleasure to meet before.
I wish I had taken down all their names so we could thank
them personally.  We also want to thank LTC Beckert and
wife Kerri and  CSM Smith for inviting us to share with you
and your soldiers this history making event.  You all laid out
the red carpet for us and took very good care of us while we
were there. We thank you all for that.  I want to wish LTC
John Vermeesch great success with his tour of command of
the Battalion and look forward to see you all again soon. 

Duty First!  Mike 

TWO 18th INFANTRY DINNERS – 26 APRIL 2008

On 26 April, two dinners were held: One at Ft Riley, an 18th Infantry dinner honoring the departing battalion commander; and
one in Washington DC, the annual Dinner for the Combat Officers of the First Division.  Medal of Honor recipient Walter D.
Ehlers delivered the keynote speech at the Ft Riley dinner, attended by President Larry Van Kuran and Vice President Jake
Jacobs, both representing the 18th Infantry Regiment Association.  COL Joseph Martin represented the 2nd Brigade and the
1st Division at the Battalion dinner because MG Durbin, CG 1ID, gave the keynote speechr at the Combat Officers dinner. 

The Combat Officer’s dinner is a tradition that goes back to the First World War.  However, our numbers in attendance are
declining.  Only two tables were filled by the 18th Infantry: Four WWII officers, four Iraq War officers, seven from the Vietnam
War, and one officer from Desert Storm.  Will this tradition be allowed to fade away?

18th INFANTRY ANNUAL MEETING – AUGUST 21, 2007 — COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
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18th Infantry News 
The 18th Infantry has experienced a number of significant command changes in 2008.  After 32 months in command,
15 months in combat, LTC George Glaze relinquished command to LTC Steve Miska (XO 1-18, OIF 2) on 28 January 2008.
Because of the Army reorganization that brought the 1st Infantry Division back to Ft. Riley, LTC Miska transferred command
to LTC Christopher Beckert on 15 March 2008 (the official date).  Then, because of normal command rotation, LTC Beckert
relinquished command to LTC John Vermeesch on 5 May 2008.  LTC Vermeesch wears a star on his CIB, and will soon take
our Colors into combat once again.  We are honored to welcome him, his wife, and his children into the 18th Infantry family.
In conjunction with the most recent change in command, a Battalion Organization Day (military equipment displays, games
for kids, picnic, and the Annual Officer v. NCO Softball game) was held on 2 May 2008 – plan to attend the next Organization
Day when the battalion returns from Iraq.  LTC Beckert has moved on to become the Deputy Commander of 2HBCT/1ID.

In addition, the 2nd Brigade (Dagger) has experienced similar changes.  In February 2008, COL JB Burton relinquished
command to COL Jeff Sinclair (Cdr 1-18, OIF 2), who transferred command to COL Norbert Jocz in March, who relinquished
command to COL Joseph Martin on 9 May 2008.  COL Martin recently attended the Army War College and previously
commanded the 1st Battalion, 67th Armor Regiment, 4th Infantry Division during Operation Iraqi Freedom in Ba'Qubah, Iraq.
COL Jocz expects to deploy in support of the Global War on Terrorism.  The Department of Defense has announced that
2HBCT/1ID, “the Dagger Brigade”, has deployment orders in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.   The deployment is
scheduled to last 12 months.  As usual, the Vanguards of 1-18 IN will lead the Dagger Brigade and be “The First to Battle!”

Note: The 1st Infantry Division is holding a "Duty First Week" at Ft. Riley, 14-18 July 2008, with a Dagger Ball on 18 July.
Former members of the Division are invited.  Future articles will explain the new formations of the 1st Infantry Division,
including our conversion to a Combined Arms Battalion (CAB) in a Heavy Brigade Combat Team (HBCT).  However, there is
nothing like seeing it for yourself, and LTC Vermeesch promises a warm welcome to all old warriors of the 18th Infantry who
attend.  The Vanguards are currently deployed to the NTC from 16 MAY 08 - 17 June 08.  If you plan to attend Duty First Week,
please contact the 1-18 Rear Detachment Commander, CPT Rashad Fulcher at (785) 239-4280.  

Biography of Vanguard 6 – Lieutenant Colonel John A. Vermeesch received his commission as an Infantry Officer in 1990
from the United States Military Academy.  Lieutenant Colonel Vermeesch’s first duty assignment was as a Rifle Platoon Leader,
Mortar Platoon Leader, Battalion Adjutant, and Company Executive officer in the 2nd Battalion, 187th Infantry at Fort Campbell,
Kentucky which included deployment to Operation Desert Storm.  Following the Infantry Officer Advanced Course, he was then
assigned as a Brigade Plans Officer, Assistant Brigade S3 and Company Commander in 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry in the
172nd Separate Infantry Brigade, Fort Wainwright Alaska.  Following Company Command, he was then assigned at the United
States Military Academy serving as a Company Tactical Officer, and Regimental Executive Officer in the Fourth Regiment,
United States Corps of Cadets.  Upon completion of the Command and General Staff College, Lieutenant Colonel Vermeesch
was assigned to Fort Riley, Kansas where he served as the Deputy G3, Chief of Plans, 24th Infantry Division.  He was then
assigned as the Battalion S3 of the 1st Battalion, 41st Infantry with deployment to Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Upon
redeployment, he served as the Executive Officer for 1st Battalion, 41st Infantry.  For the past two years he has served as the
Brigade Executive Officer for the 3rd Bulldog Brigade, 1st Armored Division which recently redesignated as the 2nd Heavy
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division – Daggers.  Lieutenant Colonel Vermeesch holds a Batchelor of Science degree
in International Relations from the United States Military Academy and a Master of Science Degree in Counseling and Leader
Development from Long Island University, C.W. Post.  His military education includes the Infantry Officer Basic and Advance
Courses, the Combined Arms Services Staff College, and the Command and General Staff College.  

Lieutenant Colonel Vermeesch’s awards and decorations include: the Bronze Star with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Purple Heart,
the Meritorious Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Army Commendation Medal, the Army Achievement with Oak Leaf
Cluster, the National Defense Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Southwest Asia Service Medal, the Iraq Campaign
Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the Combat
Infantryman’s Badge with star, the Expert Infantryman’s Badge, the Ranger Tab, the Parachutist Badge, and the Air Assault
Badge.  

Lieutenant Colonel Vermeesch is married to the former Lynsey Reed from East Tawas, Michigan.  John and Lynsey have four
wonderful sons: Clayton -14, Wyatt - 11, Tanner - 8, and Sawyer - 6. 
 

NO MISSION TOO DIFFICULT! NO SACRIFICE TOO GREAT! D UTY FIRST!
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  Picture on right: COL Jocz passes Colors to LTC Vermeesch
(LTC Beckert in background)

Vanguard 6 Comments

Hello Vanguards, my name is John Vermeesch, and I have the
tremendously humbling privilege of being the new commander of
the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry.  I assure you that we will continue
to uphold the honor of this great unit. Lynsey, and I, along with
our four sons, feel incredibly blessed to be part of the Vanguard
Family.   We know that command of America’s warriors is a gift
and a privilege. We understand the magnitude of what we have
inherited with the passing of these magnificent colors, and we
understand that with which we were entrusted on the 5th of May,
2008.  Thanks to all Vanguards everywhere who have gone out
of their way to help make us part of the team.  Thanks also to
LTC Chris Beckert, and his lovely wife Kerri for their generosity,
graciousness, and hospitality during our Command Team
transition.  As many of you already know, Chris is now the Deputy
Commander of the Dagger Brigade here at Fort Riley.  

 Picture on right: At Dinner after the reflagging ceremonies --
 LTC John Vermeesch, SGM(R) Mike Binkley, CSM Jeff Smith, 
COL(R) Bill Chamberlain, LTC Chris Beckert

As I write this, your Vanguard Soldiers are on the move toward
the National Training Center at Fort Irwin, California for our
Mission Rehearsal Exercise (MRX) in preparation for deployment
to Iraq that we believe will occur sometime in the fall of 2008.
We will continue to train hard, and I assure you that the
Vanguards will continue to WIN THE RIGHT WAY EVERYDAY by taking
care of our Soldiers and Families, by developing our leaders, by
being disciplined, and by continuing to build our team.   As the
former Brigade Executive Officer of the Bulldog, and now Dagger
Brigade here at Fort Riley,  I have had the unique opportunity to
watch this battalion grow and then transform on March 28th,
2008 from Stalwarts to Vanguards.  I simply cannot explain to
you how humbled I am to be the guy the Army has given the
opportunity to be called Vanguard 6 – a player and coach on a
world class team.  My Family and I look forward to our journey
together with you as we write the next chapter of Vanguard lore
– a chapter that will link us to all those who have carried these
magnificent colors before us from Murfreesborough and
Chickamaugua to most recently in Iraq.  Thanks for allowing us
to be part of this -  First to Battle!

John A. Vermeesch, Commander
1st Battalion, 18th Infantry 

Picture on right: Officers dinner – Alex Haseley (OIF2),
Chaplain Seth George (OIF2&4), George Gentry (RVN)
George Glaze (OIF4), “Dutch” Dutchie (DS)

18th INFANTRY REUNION – AUGUST 20-24, 2008 – COLORA DO SPRINGS, CO
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Several key events have occurred since I last wrote you, events that were both impressive and emotional in nature.  I want to
share some of my experiences and thoughts with you on these.

Transitions – Update .  First, here’s an update of what has been happening with the various units with which we have been
and are now affiliated.  The 1-18 INF, 2nd Brigade, 1st Infantry Division that had been serving in Schweinfurt, Germany since
1996 was re-flagged to the 1-2 INF, 172nd SIB (Separate Infantry Brigade) in March, now part of V Corps in Europe.  Though
they bear different colors, these guys and gals who bore our Regimental colors into combat twice in the past four years, will
always be 18th Infantry to us; we WILL remember that.

Also in March, the 1-41 INF, 3rd Brigade, 1st Armored Division at Ft. Riley, was re-flagged to 1-18 INF, 2nd Brigade, First
Infantry Division.  With that, our 18th Infantry has returned home to us and to CONUS.  And a note concerning changes in
Battalion structure is appropriate here.  1-18 INF has been formed into what is now termed a Combined Arms Battalion (CAB).
The Battalion now includes units of armor (M-1A Abrahms tanks); both Charlie & Delta Companies are now armor companies,
with some infantry.  There is also an attached FSB (Forward Support Battalion) that will go with 1-18 INF into combat; the FSB
contains medics, truck drivers, maintenance, etc.  And, yes, many of the truck drivers and others are females, going into
combat with the Battalion.

Recent Events .  In my September 2007 newsletter article, I noted that our Association would need to focus on two key
transition points this year.  First was the re-flagging and change of units as outlined above, and the possibility that the new
1-18 INF at Ft. Riley would shortly be taking its place in the Iraq rotation.  Second, was maintaining contact, relationships and
support for our former 1-18 INF soldiers in Schweinfurt, Germany as they transition to their new unit (also noted above).

The re-flagging occurred on the 40-degree morning of 28 March 2008, with both the 2nd Brigade and our 1-18 INF being re-
flagged at the same time; both are now safely ensconced at Ft. Riley, as part of the First Infantry Division after a 12 year period
in Germany (1996-2008).  All the military protocol and formalities were observed:  Casing of colors, unfurling of new colors,
trooping of the line by the First Infantry Division Commander, MG Robert Durbin (in his highly restored and quiet-running WWII
half track), and finally the traditional Pass in Review.  For those of you former Charlie and Delta Company members out there,
both companies now bear Cavalry yellow guideons (armor).  

Several of our Association officers and members attended the Re-Flagging Ceremony including HCOR Bill Chamberlain,
HSMOR Mike Binkley (& wife Becky), myself, VP (Membership) Jake Jacobs, Treasurer Jim Stone, MAJ Dan Rogers, Gene
Bear and several others.  Our Association was very well represented, indeed, and we continued to establish and bolster our
relationships with the active duty leaders and soldiers of the Battalion who were very mindful of our presence and our
relationship.  In addition to the Association members, Michelle Senatore and Sonny Carson, both from Wheaton, IL, attended
the Ceremonies as well.  The City of Wheaton had previously adopted the 1-18 INF for a 2-year period; Sonny presented the
City’s permanent adoption at the dinner that evening.  Michelle, an honorary member of the Regiment, was the pivotal person
behind the City of Wheaton and local support groups joining together to build a house for former 1-18 INF soldier Joel Gomez,
quadriplegic as a result of a vehicle accident with the unit in Iraq in 2004.

And, yes, 1-18 INF has since been notified that they will be transitioning to Iraq.  In preparation, 1-18 INF is currently in desert
warfare training at the National Training Center (NTC) in Ft. Irwin, CA (16-May thru 17-Jun).  There is talk that some of we
Association members may be able to visit the unit towards the end of their training cycle, but nothing definite on that at present.

Next was the annual 1-18 INF Battalion Ball, held on Saturday, 26 April 2008.  Both I and Assn VP Jake Jacobs, along with
MOH recipient Walt Ehlers attended, and were admirably hosted by the active duty leadership and soldiers.  It was both
awesome and inspiring to see 500-plus young men with short hair, all dressed in their blues.  We established very good
contacts and relationships with our active duty soldiers; they are very much aware of us as a strong supporting organization.
Battalion Commander, LTC John Vermeesch, Battalion Executive Officer, MAJ Fred Snyder, CSM Jeff Smith and others of
Battalion command are definitely closely together with us from this point forward – a very, very good thing, indeed!

(Continued of Page 7 ... President’s Message )

NO MISSION TOO DIFFICULT!  NO SACRIFICE TOO GREAT!  DUTY FIRST!
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(President’s Message ... from Page 6)

Membership .  Our Assn VP (Membership) Jake Jacobs and I are working on sending out membership dues notices to those
of you our records show still needing to pay your dues.  Look at the mailing label on your newsletter – your expiration year
appears after your name.  If the date is ‘07’ or prior, or is missing, contact me to pay your dues.  Make out your check for $30,
payable to ‘18th Inf Reg Assn,’ and mail it to me in the already-stamped & addressed envelope enclosed with your dues notice.
If you didn’t get a dues notice, call me at 818-427-1577.  Dues are for two (2) years.

Colorado Springs Reunion & Annual Assn Meeting .  I know we are all looking forward to our next reunion:  Aug. 20-24 in
Colorado Springs.  If you have friends or acquaintances who may not know about the reunion, please tell them by all means
and encourage them to attend.  Concerning our Annual Assn Meeting, while we will not be electing officers this year, we will
be presenting several Distinguished Members of the Regiment (DMOR) awards, which will be well worth your time to see.
Also, on Saturday afternoon, 23-August, just prior to the banquet, our Association will be presenting several awards of the
Order of St. Maurice (service to the infantry) and Shields of Sparta (Heroines of the Infantry - for spouses); both granted for
service to the infantry by the National Infantry Association.  These are significant awards, and deserve our attendance and
attention.  See you at both sessions.
 
Larry Van Kuran, President

COMMAND POST

Hello “Vanguards”!! Soon it will be time for our annual reunion. This year the “Rockies” is the setting and “Partying” will be in
the air. Again, we will have our usual beverages, snacks and munchies. Last year’s donations  was a great success. So, we
want to continue to do it this year. We will be accepting donations of Water, Soft drinks (SODA) and Snacks only. This will help
with the CP expenses.  NOTE: All liquor / Beer / Wine will come through th e Society . You can have your own in your
room(s), but local laws require us to obtain our CP supply from the Society. We will continue to have our 50/50. Feel free to
contact me regarding the CP. Phone # : 609-607-1377 or e-mail : cal4416@aol.com. Hope to see everyone in Colorado.

“DUTY FIRST” -- Bob Callahan

18th Infantry Century Club
At the St Louis reunion it was decided to form a “Century Club”.  The Century Club is composed of members who contribute
one-hundred-dollars to the Association in any calendar year.  2007 Century Club members are:

Anderson, Ralph 
Austin, Norman 
Bennett, Jack  
Binkley, Mike SGM/Ret (HSGMOR)
Bloomfield, Kenneth Jr. 
Callahan, Bob 
Capra, Joe 
Carbray, Rich 
Carter, Naman 
Chamberlain, Bill COL/Ret (HCOR)
Doss, Allen 
Fedrick, Ed 
Gaskins, Rob SFC 
Jacobs, Richard 
Johnson, Louis 

Kelley, Jon 
McHugh, John 
Nykiel, John 
Paul, Larry 
Rogers, Dan 
Smith, Brian 
Stone, Jim 
Streeter, Jack 
Streeter, Vera 
Terasavage, Bill 
Van Kuran, Larry 
Villanueva, David 
Waldrop, Max Jr. 
Waldrop, Max Sr.
Wilson, Andy

18th INFANTRY REUNION – AUGUST 20-24, 2008 – COLORA DO SPRINGS, CO
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Honorary Colonel’s Comments
We have certainly had a very busy few months since the last newsletter! Among other events, we re-flagged 1st Battalion 41st
Infantry Regiment at Fort Riley, Kansas to the 1st Battalion 18th Infantry Regiment in March. Several of us were able to attend
that event and learned first hand that our new Vanguards are of a quality and dedication to service that makes them a welcome
addition. They'll certainly do.

As part of the re-flagging events at Fort Riley, the City of Wheaton, Illinois formally permanently adopted the battalion. This
is a great first step in reestablishing a tighter link between our all volunteer Army and our citizenry. And this is only the first
adoption of its kind as Dr. Paul Herbert from the 1st Infantry Division Museum and Mrs. Michelle Senatore from the West
Chase Veterans Foundation are working to get all the other 1st Infantry Division battalions similarly adopted. As our soldiers
continue to deploy to war, having a "hometown" sending them cards and letters and caring about how they're faring is a
powerful support mechanism, and certainly contributes to their morale.

I'll keep this short because I know our editor, has a lot of ground to cover in this issue. So briefly, for you history buffs; the
18th Infantry left Fort Riley in 1983 and began a sojourn through the Army that had it serve in the 197th Separate Infantry
Brigade, the 24th Infantry Division, the 3d Infantry Division, the 1st Infantry Division in Germany and finally after a quarter
century, back to the 1st Infantry Division at Fort Riley from whence it came. I'll be damned if I know why, but there it is. It served
with honor and distinction in all those units and added five or six more campaign streamers to the colors in the process. I
believe for now, our wandering days may be over.

And finally, the Reunion! It's in Colorado Springs! It's in August! The weather is nice there in August! Don't let me down! I'll see
you there, God willing!  God Bless you, God bless the 18th Infantry, and God bless America!

In Omnia Paratus!  Bill Chamberlain, HCOR 18th Infantry, aka "Striker 6"
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