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2nd Battalion 18th Infantry 
Activated 15 July 2009 

 
In an article in the Herald Union 30 July 2009 edition, “Iggy” Rubalcava reported on the reflagging of the 2 BCT, 1AD, to the 
170th Infantry Brigade.  He wrote: “The ceremony itself was unique -- a combined reflagging and change of command. One by 
one, each battalion commander stepped forward to case the unit colors, relinquished command and ceremoniously marched 
off the field. Immediately the new colors were brought forth, uncased and the new battalion commander marched on the field to 
accept command.”  And so it was in Baumholder, Germany on 15 July 2009 when COL Patrick Matlock assumed command of 
the 170th Infantry Brigade and LTC Matthew Eichburg assumed command of the 2nd Battalion, 18th Infantry.  This ceremony 
was similar to the one which took place in Schweinfurt in March 2008 when the 2 BCT, 1ID and the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry 
Colors were returned to Ft Riley, Kansas (2BCT, 1AD is returning to Ft Bliss).  The 170th Brigade is attached to V Corps 
(commanded by LTG Kenneth Hunzeker, a former Danger 6) under USAREUR and 7th Army commander GEN Carter Ham 
(another former Danger 6).  Army Brigades also serving in Europe are the 172nd Infantry Brigade (Schweinfurt – commanded 
by COL Jeff Sinclair, former Vanguard 6), the 173rd Airborne Brigade (Vicenza, Italy), and the 2nd Calvary Regiment 
(Grafenwoehr, Germany).  Welcome back 2-18!  (for more information see LTC Eichburg’s article on Page 9) 

 
[Editor’s note:  see more reflag pictures on our web page -- http://www.18inf.org/2-18coc.pdf#top]  
 

COMBAT OFFICER ����S DINNER 
 
The annual Officer�s of the First Division Dinner is 
scheduled for Saturday, 24 April 2010, at the Hilton Mark 
Center Hotel in Alexandria, Virginia.  Mark your calendars!  
It is a unique dinner and our CP welcomes all on Friday 
and Saturday.  We had 23 Officers at the 2009 Dinner, but 
we can do better. Call a buddy, and come yourself.   
 
For dinner information, please contact Andy Wilson, ph: 
703-450-5220, or email: Andy.Wilson740@gmail,com 

SOCIETY of the FIRST INFANTRY DIVISION 
2010  BRO Reunion 

 
The 2010 BRO Reunion is scheduled in San Antonio for 
August 25--29.  As usual, the 18th Infantry Annual Meeting 
will be held on Friday morning and the grand banquet on 
Saturday night..  Don�t miss it.   
 
For information, please contact Jennifer Sanford, 1933 
Morris Rd, Blue Bell, PA 19422.  Ph: 1-888-324-4733. 
E-mail: soc1ID@aol.com or www.bigredone.org 
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18TH INFANTRY HISTORY 
 
[Editor’s note:  I received this email from Ed Fedrick last April.   Bill Perry was Ed’s First Sergeant in Vietnam.  They became 
and remained good friends through the years.  Bill Perry was a Distinguished Member of the 18th Infantry Regiment.] 
 
Subject: A Hero's Passing �  Date: 4/14/2009 �  From: fedrick@earthlink.net  
 
Retired Chaplain Colonel Wes Geary called me this afternoon. Command Sgt. Major Bill Perry passed away today at the VA 
Hospital in Dallas, TX. He was 75. Bill Perry retired in 1979 with 30 years service. He was a Command Sgt. Major at the time 
he retired.  Bill Perry served in the Korean War as a combat infantryman with the 1st Cavalry Division. He served two tours in 
The Vietnam War. The first was with Bravo Company 2nd Battalion, 18th Infantry, of the famed 1st Infantry Division, "The Big 
Red One". I was a member of this fine unit's 2nd platoon during 1966-67 and "Top" Perry was my 1st Sgt. "Top"  spent the first 
couple of months of this tour as the Platoon Sgt of the weapons platoon but then the company was involved in a major battle on 
June 30, July 1&2, 1966 with the enemy's 9th Division 272nd Regiment on Highway 13 north of An Loc. The "Big Red One's" 
1st Battalion, 18th Infantry and 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment were also involved in this three day and night battle. 36 
Americans were KIA and many were wounded. The enemy's 272nd Regiment lost more than 600 KIA, which was almost half 
their number. The remnants of the enemy unit then escaped across the border into Cambodia with most of their wounded. 
Platoon Sgt. Perry's courage and aggressiveness during this major battle was an inspiration to all of Bravo Company.  After 
that, there were many openings in Bravo Company's ranks due to all the KIA's and WIA's. "Top"was then moved up to the 
position of Bravo Company First Sergeant. "Top" held this position the rest of this tour, which ended in early April 1967. In 
March 1967, on "Operation Junction City," Bravo Company air assaulted into a "hot landing zone" near the Cambodian Border. 
The enemy was waiting for us in the tree line around the landing zone. Our primary problem was an enemy machine gun 
bunker that had us pinned down on the LZ. "Top" Perry stood up and charged the enemy bunker firing his rifle as he went. He 
reached the top of the enemy bunker, reloaded his rifle and then dropped down behind the bunker and shot the enemy soldiers 
inside. Bravo Company was able to move from the LZ at that time and clear the wood line. "Top" returned to Vietnam in 1969, 
but was assigned to the 4th Inf. Div. in the Central Highlands.   We have lost a great American hero and I have lost a great 
friend. May “Top” rest in Peace. 
   
 

40 Years Ago! – Let us never Forget! 
 
LTC Karl F. Lange commanded the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry, from June 1969 until October 1969.  Shortly after relinquishing 
command of 1-18 IN, Karl Lange was killed in a helicopter crash.  He was survived by his widow, Anne, and a daughter and 
son.  His son, John Karl Lange, commanded B-1-18 in 1997 and took them downrange to Bosnia.  John continues on active 
duty, recently relinquishing command of 1-4 IN after a tour in Iraq.  Let us remember LTC Karl Lange and those 18th Infantry 
soldiers who made the ultimate sacrifice during 1969 – 40 years ago -- Let us Never Forget:   
 
 
1969 KIA – 1st Battalion (33) -- SP4 Miguel Puentes (29-Jan-69), PFC William Winkel (31-Jan-69), SSGT John Freppon (02-
Feb-69), SP4 James Morrison (02-Feb-69), SGT James Robinson (02-Feb-69), PFC Gary Coyle (07-Feb-69), SP4 Charles 
Boyd (15-Feb-69), SP4 Ron Monish (15-Feb-69), SGT Willy Fitzgerald (20-Feb-69), SGT William Walters (03-Mar-69), 1LT Lou 
Frericks (12-Mar-69), PFC Jerry Young (12-Mar-69), PFC Ed Beasley (14-Mar-69), SP4 Brian McCarthy (15-Mar-69), SGT 
John Parham (18-Mar-69), PFC Jack Davison (19-Mar-69), PFC LeeRoy Nolley (05-Apr-69), 2LT William Owen, Jr. (11-Apr-
69), SP4 Larry Zapolski, (11-Apr-69), CPL Danny Parker (06-Jun-69), SP4 Ernie Rosario-Soto, Jr. (06-Jun-69), SP4 Dallas 
Shelton, Jr. (20-Jun-69), SP5 Charles Sikes (28-Jul-69), SP4 Les Walker (28-Jul-69), SSGT Ron Shipley (16-Aug-69), 1LT Don 
Wood (19-Aug-69), SGT Jim Spilker (20-Aug-69), SP4 Alex Mosher (08-Oct-69), SGT Ralph Custode (18-Oct-69), SP4 Craig 
Marrington (20-Oct-69), SP4 Merlin Beer (11-Nov-69), CPT Harvey Kelley (20-Nov-69), PFC Don Atwell, Jr. (27-Dec-69). 
 
1969 KIA – 2nd Battalion (21) -- SP4 Gary Hall (27-Feb-69), SGT Don Rhodes (27-Feb-69), SP4 Farrell Vice (24-May-69), SFC 
Calixto Rodriguez (06-Mar-69), SGT William Maske (28-Mar-69), SP4 Dustan Meeks (28-Mar-69), LTC Lon Spurlock (28-Mar-
69), SP4 Terry Barr (17-Aug-69), SP4 Harold Cushman, Jr. (22-Aug-69), SP4 Peter Lopez (22-Aug-69), SSGT William Speight 
(22-Aug-69), SFC Lonnie Brown, Jr. (10-Sep-69), SP4 Charles Hancock (10-Sep-69), SP4 Mike McGovern, Jr. (10-Sep-69), 
SP4 Jim Smith (10-Sep-69), SP4 Scotty Austin (18-Sep-69), SGT Paul Kneeland (18-Sep-69), SP4 Larry Strouse (18-Sep-69), 
SGT Bob Ollikainen (25-Oct-69), SP4 Dominick Madonna (22-Nov-69), SP4 Bob Eder (29-Nov-69). 
 

 

NO MISSION TOO DIFFICULT! NO SACRIFICE TOO GREAT! D UTY FIRST! 
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FAREWELL FROM MIKE BINKLEY, SERGEANT MAJOR (RETIRED ) 
 

For the past four years I have had the honor to serve this 
great regiment and our veterans as the HSMOR.  What an honor it 
has been!  I have tried to do my best to represent you all and the 
regiment the best I could. 

We are so fortunate in this regiment to have the best and 
most active military association supporting and serving our active 
duty soldiers and their families of any association today.  We owe it 
all to you -- our members, our veterans (you men and women out 
there), and to all the veterans who have come and gone before us 
who belonged to this regiment and supported it and all the things that 
we do for our soldiers and their families.  Without all your support, 
help and donations, none of this would be possible.  You should all 
be very proud of what we do and of what we have done in the past.  I 
say this from the heart when I say, Thank you all for everything you 
have done and continue to do. 

It's going to be hard to step aside and retire again, but it's 
time.  I'm looking forward to working with CSM(R) Dwight Hood (your 
new HSMOR) and Col. Chamberlin on moving forward to new and 
greater things.  I want to say to Col. Chamberlin that it has been an 
honor serving and working with you as your SGM.  I couldn't have 
asked for anyone better and I would be your foxhole buddy anytime 
and in any war.  Thank you for doing an outstanding job and moving 
the regimental association forward. (If you always do what you 

always did, you always get what you always got).  I’m going to try and do a quick recap of some of the things that we have done 
to represent you all and the regimental association for the past four years. 
 
-- May 2005 --   First trip to Germany.  Several of our members and spouses paid their own way to welcome home LTC. Sinclair 
and CSM Pallister and our combat veterans from Iraq – the first new 18th Infantry combat veterans since Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm.  It was a great experience.  At a battalion formation there I was inducted as the new HSMOR, following in the large 
footprints of CSM(R) Naman Carter.  For all those who made that trip, thank you so much. 
 
-- October 2005 --  Becky and I went to Wheaton Ill. along with John and Sandy Nykiel, George and Chris Gentry, Jake Jacobs 
and Jim Stone to join with LTC Glaze and his active duty Color Guard from Germany to celebrate Sgt. Joel Gomez’s retirement. 
Sgt Gomez, a soldier from Wheaton Ill, was a serving member of B/1/18 in Iraq when he was seriously injured in a Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle roll-over.  It rolled off the road, down a steep ravine, and into the Tigris River, killing two of his comrades and 
leaving him paralyzed from the neck down.  LTC Glaze conducted the retirement ceremony and presented Sgt Gomez his 
earned ribbons and medals.  A new wheelchair accessible home was built and presented to Sgt Gomez and his family by the 
citizens of Wheaton Ill, and also a handicapped van.  This ceremony was done in style at our 1st Division Cantigny Museum, as 
befitted the sacrifice of this soldier 
 
-- May 2006 -- I traveled back to Germany, alone this time.. I spent five days with our soldiers and their families.. During my visit 
I was asked to join in an 18 mile night march.  Having just gotten off the plane, I wasn't sure I could make it, but I couldn’t let 
you guys down.  We departed the battalion area at 2000 hours (that’s 8pm for you civilians) and I walked into the Battalion area 
with the rest of our soldiers at 0330 – what a night!   I was asked to be guest speaker for the dedication of the new Battalion 
Memorial to honor our Fallen Brothers in Iraq.  Then at the military ball I was again asked to be the guest speaker, and then 
presented with the Order of St Maurice – what an honor! 
 
-- May 2007 -- The City of Wheaton  decided to adopt the active duty 18th Infantry Regiment.  Together with the efforts of Col 
Chamberlin and Ltc Glaze and Larry Vankuran and George Gentry, all the ground work was laid for this to happen.  Becky and I 
traveled to Wheaton to represent the regiment.  I was honored to accept from the City of Wheaton the proclamation for 
adopting our 1st Battalion during their upcoming tour in Iraq.  The Proclamation now hangs at Battalion headquarters.  It was a 
historic event, with alot of news coverage – it is important for our citizens to connect with our soldiers, and Wheaton Ill. had 
become the first city to adopt an active duty regiment. 
 
(Continued on Page 6 … Mike Binkley)  
 

18TH INF REGT ASSN REUNION ����  AUGUST 25-29, 2010 ����  SAN ANTONIO, TX 
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2009 Annual Meeting Report 
 
The 18th Infantry Regiment Association 2009 Annual Meeting was conducted on 9 August 2009 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
Dearborn, Michigan.  The meeting was called to order by the Executive Director, COL Larry Paul, who welcomed everyone and 
thanked all for attending.  After a few brief remarks by the Executive Director, the Honorary Colonel, COL Bill Chamberlain was 
introduced. 
 
The Honorary Colonel began his remarks with the �Regimental Muster�  requesting every member in attendance to give his 
name, unit of service, and date of service.  All of the � first time�  attendees were welcomed and special recognition was given to 
the WWII veterans in attendance. 
 
Colonel Chamberlain gave a brief report on the current status of 1/18 in Iraq and the activation of 2/18 in Germany last month.  
Colonel Chamberlain kept his remarks brief as the meeting was on standby for a live hook up via VTC with LTC Vermeesch 
and his staff in Iraq to be conducted at any time during the meeting.   
 
The Honorary Colonel introduced CPT Rashad Fulcher 1/18 Rear Detachment Commander at Ft. Riley, Kansas, and CPL 
Adam Bowman, 1/18, who was on convalescent leave following a combat injury in Iraq.  Both were guests of the Regiment 
Association during the reunion and spent considerable time in the CP with our members. 
 
Colonel Chamberlain then introduced Retired CSM Dwight Hood as the new Honorary Sergeant Major of the Regiment, 
replacing Honorary Sergeant Major Mike Binkley.  CSM Hood had served with Colonel Chamberlain in Desert Shield/ Desert 
Storm as the CSM of 1-18 INF.  The official change of this position will take place at Ft. Riley, Kansas on 22 October at 
ceremonies marking the return of the 1st Battalion to Ft Riley from their tour in Iraq. HSMOR Mike Binkley then gave a few 
remarks and welcomed CSM Hood to the � finest Association in the Army in support of soldiers� .  Mike will be recognized for his 
faithful service to the Regiment at a later date. 
 
Colonel Chamberlain presented certificates to the Distinguished Members of the Regiment  inducted for 2009. DMORs were 
Edward R. Kuehn (WWII), Patrick Dello Iacono (WWII), and Jerry Houston (2/18, RVN).  David Villanueva (2-18, RVN), 
inducted in 2008, was present to receive his certificate this year.  Edward Kuehn and Patrick Dello Iacono were not present and 
will be presented their certificates in a proper ceremony to be arranged. 
 
Colonel Chamberlain then presented Honorary Members of the Regiment (HMOR) certificates to Sandra Callahan, Vera 
Houston, Rehnee Jacobs, Mava Rogers, and Elizabeth Van Kuran.  All of these ladies have supported the Association and our 
soldiers for a long time and were recognized for their efforts over the years. 
 

President Larry Van Kuran then opened the business meeting.  The minutes as published 
in the November 2008 Newsletter were approved by the membership.  Vice President for 
Membership Richard Jacobs and Membership Secretary Larry Van Kuran gave the 
membership report and once again emphasized the need to recruit eligible new members.  
Dues notices have been sent out prior to the reunion and are slowly being returned.  Each 
member has been asked to locate and recruit an old buddy that they knew from their tour 
of duty.  We need to recruit them as members and get them to attend the next reunion.  
The question of a Life Membership was raised.  It was determined to not be cost effective 
due to our small number of members. 
 
Treasurer Jim Stone gave his financial report and presented the 2009-2010 budget.  The 
budget was approved as presented as well as the Treasurer�s report.  Jim said that the 
Century Club donations have certainly helped our financial condition and encouraged all 
who could donate to do so.  He reminded everyone that we now have 2 active duty 
battalions to support and that Thanksgiving and Christmas are quickly approaching. 
 
(Continued on Page 5 ... Reunion Report) 

 
[Editor’s note: Yes Larry Paul, we always knew you really wanted to be in the Cavalry] 
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(Reunion Report ... Continued from Page 4) 
 
We entered into new business which was primarily the election of officers for 2009-2011.  Nominations were opened to the floor 
and the election resulted in the current officers being re-elected.  The officers for the next 2 years are as follows: 
 
     President:                                                    Larry Van Kuran 
     Vice President Membership:                      Richard Jacobs 
     Vice President CP & Reunion Planning:    Robert Callahan 
     Treasurer:                                                    James Stone 
     Membership Secretary:                               Larry Van Kuran 
 
Following the election of officers, Vice President Robert Callahan gave the CP report and announced the events for Saturday. 
to include some live auction items and raffles to raise money for funding the CP and defray expenses for the reunion.  Vice 
President Richard Jacobs announced the reunion site for 2010 as San Antonio, TX, August 25-29, and encouraged all to 
attend.  Being no further business, it was moved and seconded to close the business meeting.  The Executive Director gave 
the closing remarks and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
The satellite conference with the 1-18 INF in Baghdad then began.  LTC Vermeesch introduced those assembled In Iraq to talk 
with us.  Joining LTC Vermeesch was Dagger Brigade commander COL Joe Martin.  BG Mike Murray and LTC Chris Beckert, 
both former Vanguard 6�s, were also in attendance.  And, of course, CSM Jeff Smith, and the staff officers of the 1-18 INF were 
present.  We had a wonderful interaction between association members and those assembled in Iraq.  We were brought up to 
date on what Vanguard soldiers were doing right now and were able to ask questions to Vanguard 6.  CSM Smith informed us 
that the troops had the best dinning facility in the Army,�  a dinning facility equal to or better than anything in the U.S.� , and were 
well fed and housed.  Yes, they had showers, beds, and porcelain toilets! The WWII and Vietnam vets present all approved 
with a big laugh!  After about 45 minutes of update and questions and answers, individuals were allowed to come up and talk to 
those in Iraq.  All of this was done through the efforts of CPT Rashad Fulcher, 1-18 Rear Detachment Commander.  This young 
officer did a great job in setting up this link down range.  We signed off with an emotional thank you for what the active duty 
soldiers are doing for us and Vanguard 6 expressed his gratitude for what the Association does for his soldiers and for our past 
sacrifices.  This teleconference was the highlight of the meeting. 
 
If anyone has any corrections or additions to these minutes, please send them to Larry Paul, 6079 Brenda Lane, Onaway, MI 
49765, or email LFP18INF@aol.com .  
  
 

REUNION COMMAND  POST REPORT 
 
I would like to give each and everyone of you a �VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU� for your support 
this year. Your donations were over-whelming. The �Ladies of the Regiment�  baking all of those 
cookies, brownies, cakes – FANTASTIC!, The Veggie trays, dips and all of the beverages made 
OUR CP feel like we where in a Family Kitchen.  Hope, that we can keep this up.  The purchasing 
of the items on sale, the 50/50, the auction (Thanks Brian & Poncho) helped with the cost of the 
CP. The remaining funds will help the Assn support our two Battalions. HOOAH!!!!  Our annual 
50/50 winner this year was JIM STONE.  Jim in his modest humble way donated his winnings 
($230.00) back to the Regiment. Jim, again, Thank You! 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone in San Antonio in 2010. 
 
TEXAS HERE WE COME   -   ����REMEMBER THE ALAMO! ����  
 
Again THANK YOU !    
 
Bob Callahan, Vice President, cal4416@aol.com 
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2009 HOLIDAY SOLDIER PROJECTS 
 
As is our tradition, the 18th Infantry Regiment Association will provide support to our soldiers and their families during this 
holiday season.  This is usually done through the Command Sergeants Major and the Chaplains, often with the help of the FRG 
and often in the form of holiday food baskets to help our junior enlisted families enjoy a traditional holiday meal at home.  
Through your generous donations to our Association we are in a financial position to make a real difference and meet some 
urgent needs during the holiday season, but only through your generous donations.  Please send your donation checks to Jim 
Stone, Treas 18th Inf Regt Assn, 258 Pells Rd, Rhinebeck, NY 12572.  Please make checks payable to: 18th Inf Regt Assn, 
and put “Soldier Project or Holidays” on the memo line.  Thank you! 
 
 
(Mike Binkley … continued from Page 3) 
 
-- Summer 2007 -- Members representing the association attended the funerals of our fallen soldiers from Iraq.  Dan Rogers, 
Becky and I attended the funeral of a soldier in Indiana. Jim Stone attended another funeral, as well as one of our members 
from Cleveland Ohio.  Bob and Sandy Callahan went to Washington D.C. to represent the regiment for the funeral of a WWI 
soldier who's remains had been found in France and was returned home for burial in Arlington.  Other members of our 
association also made regular trips to hospitals to visit our soldiers recovering from wounds and injuries. 
 
-- January 2008 -- Several members of our association again went to Germany to welcome our combat soldiers home and 
spend Vanguard week with them. We remembered the 22 fallen soldiers from 1/18 who were killed during our 2nd tour of duty 
in Iraq.  It was a privilege to meet the families of these soldiers.  There was also a Banquet to celebrate coming home, at which 
there was the unveiling of the new Print “Spear Head of the Attack”, which depicts Walter Ehlers in action during WWII  when 
he was awarded the Medal of Honor.  It was also a bittersweet time to say good-bye to this group of soldiers who were 
scheduled to reflag soon when the 1/18 Colors were brought back to Ft Riley. 
 
-- 2008-2009 -- During the past year several of our members have traveled to Ft. Riley several time to attend Reflaggings, 
Change of Commands, and other events pertaining to our active duty soldiers and their families.  We sent money to CSM 
Smith to aid to our soldiers and families during the severe ice storm last year when hundreds were without power and heat, and 
we sent money to Germany to help at Thanksgiving and Christmas time with money and food baskets to soldier’s families who 
needed our help.  This has become a great tradition. 
 

Attendance has grown at our annual reunions – it’s always 
good to get together with foxhole buddies.  We are doing the DMOR's 
and HMOR's better than ever.  We have started the Century Club 
($100.00 donation yearly). COL. Chamberlin has instituted awarding the 
Order of St. Maurice and Sparta to some of our deserving veterans and 
we have even started our own Chapter of the National Infantry 
Association.   You should all be very proud of everything we do.  So 
many of you do so much without any recognition -- to them I say thank 
you!  Last, I want to say that I couldn't have done this job for the past 
four years without the total support of my wife Becky.  She has always 
been there to support me, to be my traveling companion, to  give me 
good advice, and keep me out of trouble.  Thank you!  and last of all, 
thank you all for allowing me to do this    

 

Duty First!            Mike Binkley (SGM Retired) 
 

 
FT RILEY EVENTS – OCTOBER/NOVEMBER – MARK YOUR CALE NDAR 

 
LTC Vermeesch has invited veterans to attend events at Ft Riley marking the return of 1-18 IN from its combat tour in Iraq.  
Mark your calendar for 22 October when 2HBCT unfurls its colors.   In addition, it is anticipated that 1-18 will hold its 
Homecoming Ball around 20 November (Friday prior to Thanksgiving) – contact Larry Van Kuran for details. 
  

 

NO MISSION TOO DIFFICULT! NO SACRIFICE TOO GREAT! D UTY FIRST! 
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NEWS FROM IRAQ – 1st Battalion coming Home! 
 
1-18 IN Commander’s Article for the 18th Regt Newsletter 
 
Vanguard Brothers across the world, greetings from northwest Baghdad; we hope this finds each of you well!  Wow, where do I 
begin?  Your Vanguards have done so much ass-kicking and name taking since our last publication of the Regimental 
Newsletter that it is hard to remember it all. As I struggle to remember the events, I want to start by welcoming 2-18 IN back 
into the Regiment’s fold.  Congratulations to LTC Matt Eichburg and CSM Dwight Dooley on the recent reflagging and 
reactivation of 2-18 in Germany.  We stand by to assist you all in any way that you may desire as we now once again share the 
tremendous heritage of our great Regiment.  I also want to thank each and every member of the Regimental Association, and 
all Vanguards that have gone before us, for your continued outpouring of kindness, prayers, and support that we have enjoyed 
as we focus on our mission here in Iraq.  It was our distinct pleasure to join many of you via Video Teleconference (VTC) at the 
Regimental Reunion earlier this month as you gathered to celebrate our heritage as part of the Big Red One in Dearborn, 
Michigan.  A special thanks to our Rear Detachment Commander, CPT Rashad Fulcher, and our signal platoon here in 
Baghdad, for setting up the VTC and making all the technical “geek” stuff work so that we could share an hour together from 
half the world away. The ability to join you, even for a brief time, was a tangible reminder that every Vanguard is part of 
something much bigger and more powerful than just himself, and rest assured that your words of encouragement during the 
VTC fuel us to even greater accomplishments.  We are all part of a distinguished line of Vanguards that extends from 
Murfreesboro to Baghdad, where we continue to make a difference in the lives of the Iraqi people and in the world.  
 
I’ve mentioned this before, but it is worth saying again, that everyone who has served under this awesome Regiment’s colors 
knows that the courageous Vanguard Soldiers here in Bagdad are absolutely winning the right way every day!  No matter what 
you may read or see in the news, and despite the recent large truck bombings in Baghdad, things continue to be better now 
than they have ever been.  The enemy remains largely on his heels and violence continues to move in a downward trend and 
remains at an all time low. Over 70 insurgents now rest easy every night in Iraqi jails as a result of our targeting efforts. (Well 
maybe they don’t rest that well, but who cares, they are where they belong!)  As of the 30th of June, our Iraqi Army partners are 
completely in the lead of operations, and inside the city limits we are following and supporting them at their request during 
operations.  We also continue to train and advise them to increase their competence and professionalism.  In the rural areas 
north of the city, we continue to fight alongside our Iraqi brothers every day. Recently we expanded our Area of Operations, and 
the Vanguard Nation now encompasses over 275 square kilometers of urban and rural terrain which is inhabited by over 3.1 
million Iraqi citizens.  Our area now literally spans from the gates of the International Zone in central Baghdad all the way to the 
gates of Camp Taji in the north.  In the east we are bounded by the mighty Tigris River and in the west by the city and 
farmlands of the Abu Ghraib District. We partner directly with two Iraqi Security Force Brigades made up of over 7,000 Soldiers 
and National Policemen.  Since mid June we have also had the assistance of B Troop, 5-4 CAV which now serves within our 
operational control.  We remain vigilant and focused on preventing future sectarian violence and from allowing insurgents from 
regaining a foothold in our part of the world.  More than anything else, however, we remain singularly focused on taking care of 
each other and preventing the current stability and prosperity we are experiencing from flipping and returning to more chaotic 
times. Since late May and early June we have transitioned all of our Joint Security Stations over to the Iraqis and now the 
majority of the battalion is based at Camp Liberty – the main U.S. base in Baghdad. Finally, we have begun to earnestly 
address all of those tasks that will allow us to return home to you and our Families by the end of September.  We will not quit, 
however, until the last patrol is complete, as we sprint through the finish line and view each day as an opportunity to wrap up 
and accomplish what we came here to do.   
 
By the time many of you read this, it is quite possible that many 1-18 Soldiers will have begun the long awaited, and much 
anticipated, journey home.  We should all be at Fort Riley by the end of September where we will begin the final phase of the 
deployment, which is the Reintegration of our Soldiers and Families and the Reset of our Equipment.  On October 22nd 2009, 
all of us in the Dagger Brigade will uncase our colors back at Fort Riley, and on that same afternoon, we will conduct our 
Battalion deployment awards ceremony. As part of that special event, we will transfer responsibility of the Regimental Colors to 
our new Honorary Sergeant Major of the Regiment.  Each of you is invited to these events to observe the colors unfurl in the 
Kansas breeze, experience your heroic Soldiers receiving their combat awards, and witness the significance of the transfer of 
responsibility as CSM Jeff Smith passes the colors to HSMOR Mike Binkley who will in turn hand them off to HSMOR Dwight 
Hood.  I’m sure it will be a historic day, highlighted by the beautiful Kansas autumn weather, and will mark the close of another 
chapter of incredible Vanguard heritage.  We also plan to unveil our deployment print that day and make it available to 
purchase by anyone who wants a copy.  We would be honored by any member of the Regiment who can join us that day. 
 
(Continued on Page 8 … 1-18 Report)  
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(1-18 Report … continued from Page 7) 
 
In closing, as we run through the finish line on this deployment, I would be remiss if I did 
not mention that our significant accomplishments have not come without exceptional cost. 
Our thoughts and prayers remain with our wounded warriors and their Families.  We hope 
to reunite with each of them when we return home.  We continue to hunt the bastards that 
did them harm. I salute each of our injured men for their tremendous courage and 
sacrifice in the face of challenges none of us ever want to know.  I could not be more 
humbled than I am right now by the privilege of being Vanguard 6.  In this great Army of 
ours, I never want to be anything else.  Our Soldiers, and our brotherhood in the 18th 
Regiment, are a tremendous gift.  I want to thank each of you for your sacrifices in service 
to these colors and thank you for your undying support.  You can sleep well tonight fellow 
Vanguards – the 1-18 Infantry remains on point in Baghdad for the Dagger Brigade!  God 
Bless you all, our warriors, and our great nation! 
 
FIRST TO BATTLE! 
 
LTC John Vermeesch,  Vanguard 6 
 

 
LTC  MATTHEW  EICHBURG – New 2nd Battalion Commander 

 
LTC Eichburg assumed command of the 2nd Battalion, 18th Infantry, on 15 July 2009.  LTC 
Eichburg was born in Warren, Michigan and attended the United States Military Academy in 
West Point, NY.  Upon his graduation he attended the Armor Officer Basic Course and Ranger 
School.  Upon graduation from Ranger School he was assigned to the 1st BN, 37th AR Regt, 
3rd Infantry Division in Vilseck, Germany where he served as a Tank and Scout platoon leader 
deploying once to Bosnia.  He then attended the Armor Officer Advanced Course and the 
Combined Arms Service Staff School (CAS3).  Following completion of those courses he was 
assigned to the 1st BDE, 1st Cavalry Division in Fort Hood, Texas, where he served as the 
BDE S4, tank company and HHC commander.  During his duty as BDE S4 the brigade 
executed a successful Bosnia deployment.  Following his command time, LTC Eichburg was 
assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 395th Regt, 75th Division (AC/RC) in Fort Hood, TX where he 
served as a company team leader and battalion S3.  He was then selected to attend the 
Command and General Staff College in Fort Leavenworth, KS and a year later was accepted 
into the School of Advanced Military Studies (SAMS).  Following his graduation from SAMS in 
2005 he was assigned as a contingency operations planner in V Corps HQ in Heidelberg, 

Germany and deployed with the V Corps HQ to Baghdad, Iraq.  In July of 2006 he took over as the Executive Officer for the 1st 
Battalion, 6th Infantry Regt in Ramadi, Iraq and served as the XO until his assumption of the duties as the Brigade Operations 
Officer (S3) in May 2007.  LTC Eichburg served as the Brigade S3 for 20 months, which included the brigade�s 2008 
deployment to the Mada�in Qada in Iraq.  Since 15 July 2009, LTC Eichburg has served as the battalion commander for the 
newly reflagged 2nd Battalion, 18th Infantry Regt, VANGUARDS, in Baumholder, Germany.  
 
LTC Eichburg has attended civilian and military schools and training programs to include:  The Armor officer Basic and 
Advanced Courses, Ranger School, Airborne School, the Scout Platoon Leader�s Course, Combined Arms Services Staff 
School, the M1A2 Tank Commander�s Certification Course, Command and General Staff College and the School of Advanced 
Military Studies.  He received his Bachelor�s degree from the United States Military Academy in 1993 and a Master�s in 
Education from the University of St. Marys in 2004.  His awards and decorations include:  the Bronze Star (1OLC), Meritorious 
Service Medal (1OLC), Army Commendation Medal (1OLC), Army Achievement Medal (3OLC), National Defense Service 
Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Iraqi Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War 
on Terrorism Service Medal, Armed Forces Service Ribbon (2OLC), Humanitarian Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, 
Overseas Service Ribbon (1OLC), NATO medal, Ranger Tab, Combat Action Badge, and the parachutist badge, and the 
Orders of Saint George and St Maurice.   
 
The 18th Infantry Regiment Association welcomes LTC Matthew Eichburg and his wife, Jolene, to the 18th Infantry family.     
 

18th INFANTRY ANNUAL MEETING ����  AUGUST 27, 2010 ��� �  SAN ANTONIO, TX 
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NEWS FROM GERMANY ����  2nd Battalion is Back! 
 
2-18 IN Commander����s Article for the 18th Regt Newsletter  
 
Dear fellow Vanguards, it is difficult to express in words how much of an honor it is to join your ranks as the recently activated 
2-18 IN in Baumholder, Germany.  My wife, Jolene, and I and all of the Soldiers cannot express enough how much we 
appreciate the outreach and support we�ve already received from the association.  I consider myself extremely fortunate to be a 
battalion commander and even more fortunate to know we have an organization like the 18th Infantry Regimental Association 
also looking out for our Soldiers and Families.  Thank you.  I�ll now follow with a short update on what we�ve been up to for the 
past month and introduce you to some of our leadership.   
 
As many of you know the 2nd Brigade Combat Team redeployed from Iraq on approximately 22 May 09.  On 15 July the 
brigade executed a reflagging and change of command ceremony.  The brigade reflagged to the 170th Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team with five of the six organic battalions also reflagging with the exception of the 40th Engineer Battalion.  The 
brigade and all battalion commanders changed out.  CSM Dooley and LTC Eifler cased the 6th IN Regimental colors, preparing 
them for their move to Fort Bliss, TX and CSM Dooley and I uncased the 18th IN Regimental colors.  Needless to say, 15 July 
saw a lot of change in one day.   
 
The 170th IBCT is still a legacy or a �unit of excellence�  organized brigade.  There are six battalions, including a brigade 
support battalion and an engineer battalion.  Our maneuver battalions, 4-70 AR, 3-4 IN, and 2-18 IN each have a HHC and 
three line companies and are pure (no CABs).  HHC/2-18 (Horsemen) is led by MAJ Don Makay and 1SG Michael Harris, A/2-
18 (Raider) is led by CPT Bryan Bonnema and 1SG Gary Braden, B/2-18 (Bushmaster) is led by CPT Owen Koch and 1SG 
Harry Clarke, and C/2-18 is led by CPT Eric Oksenvaag and 1SG Roger Joyce.  HHC, A, & C companies will all change 
command in the next 3 months, which will allow us to continue to set our team prior to deployment.  Our Operations Sergeant 
Major, Joseph Corneilson recently joined our team and our CSM, CSM Dwight Dooley, will remain with the battalion until at 
least after the New Year and for that we�re thankful.   
 
The past five weeks saw the battalion initiate its post-redeployment reset operations, NCOES programs, summer block leave, 
and Warrior Adventure Quest training (WAQ).  WAQ is an Army initiative whose aim is to help Soldiers transition more easily 
into a combat free environment.  The training includes blocks of instruction in scuba diving, mountain climbing, mountain biking, 
paint ball, and other activities.  All transportation and instruction is free for the Soldiers.  Soldiers continue to provide very 
positive feedback on the program.  The next month will see the battalion initiate our small arms marksmanship program, 
continue reset of our equipment in order to prepare for our upcoming deployment, and continue our change of command 
inventories.   
 
In closing, once again I�d like to thank the association and its members and 1-18 IN for the warm regards, information and 
camaraderie you�ve all displayed.  It is the mark of a truly class organization and we all look forward to working with you and 
creating more honorable history as a part of this regiment.  Thank you.   
 
IN OMNIA PARATUS! 
 
LTC Matthew Eichburg,  Vanguard 6 
 
 

PATCHES WORN BY THE 18th INFANTRY 
 
The Badge of the 18th Infantry is the Red Acorn of the 1st Division, XIV Corps (Civil War), which 
gules atop the crest of the 18th Infantry Regiment Coat of Arms.  During the First World War, 
patches were introduced in order to distinguish soldiers from different units.  18th Infantry soldiers 
have worn eight different patches.  Most prominent, of course, is the patch of the 1st Division.  
However, soldiers of the 18th Infantry have worn the patch of the 8th Division, the 24th Division, 
and the 3d Armored Division, as well as the Berlin Brigade, the 197th Brigade, the 187th Brigade, 
and the 170th Brigade.  Today, our 1st Battalion wears the Big Red One of the 1st Infantry 
Division, while our 2d Battalion wears the Black Bayonet of the 170th Infantry Brigade. 

 
 

18th INFANTRY -- IN OMNIA PARATUS! – IN ALL THINGS PREPARED! 
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PRESIDENT����S MESSAGE 
 
Thank You .  First, I want to thank each and every one for vesting your trust in me as our Association President for the next two 
(2) years.  I believe I can speak for each of our re-elected Association officers when I say that we are truly honored and 
respectful of your vote. 
 
Support for Our Active Duty Battalions .  Second, our 2-18 INF is back in business.  As reported elsewhere in this newsletter, 
the Battalion was reflagged 15 July 2009 in Baumholder. Having our 2-18 INF back with us brings with it the reality of my 
observation in the last newsletter – our Association now has two active duty infantry Battalions, numbering about 2,000 soldiers 
and their families, stationed on two continents to support.  In other words, our family support requirements have doubled, and 
with the holidays rapidly approaching the challenge for significantly increased support is close upon us once again.  Our 
Association is the most active one of its kind in staying very close to, and aggressively providing support for our active duty 
soldiers and, as importantly, for their families.  Our strong, proven track record in providing such support is next to none – we 
are the best – and we plan to continue and increase our support further.  By the way, virtually 100% of all funds we receive 
whether from dues, donations or supply sales, are applied directly to supporting our soldiers and their families.  If you haven’t 
already guessed it, yes, this is a solicitation for your donations of support for our soldiers and families.  Please send your 
generous donations, payable to “18th Inf Regt Assn, ” to our Treasurer, Jim Stone (258 Pells Road, Rhin ebeck, NY  
12572-2113). Thank you in advance! 
 
Membership .  Our VP-Membership, Jake Jacobs, tells me that we have about 200 members who have paid their dues, with 
notices sent out and dues still being received as this is being written.  But, truly, we need many more members if we are to 
continue and even increase the level of support we provide our active duty soldiers and families.  To that end, we will be 
sending out personal letters to individuals who are not already on our membership rolls, asking that they join us in our 
Association and in our mutual soldier support efforts. 
 
Upcoming Events .  As indicated elsewhere, our 1-18 INF should return home to Ft. Riley within the next 60 days.  Shortly 
thereafter, on 22-Oct., the Dagger Brigade will unfurl its colors once again at Ft. Riley.  The 1-18 INF will hold a Welcome 
Home Ball in late November, with information to be announced later.  For details, contact me. 
 
Regarding a possible future visit to our newly reflagged 2-18 INF in Germany, everyone is still in a holding and adjustment 
pattern.  There needs to be sufficient time allowed for the new 2-18 INF commander to take hold of his new unit and get things 
settled down.  Our HCOR Bill Chamberlain and our new HSMOR Dwight Hood will be working closely with the active duty folks 
in Germany regarding any future activities or visits.  We will definitely keep you posted on what’s going on there. 
 
Here’s wishing you and yours, and the active duty soldiers and families of the 18th Infantry, a great holiday season.  Let’s all 
continue to work hard together as members of our 18th Infantry Regiment Association family to help our active duty soldiers 
and families whenever and wherever we can. 
 
Larry Van Kuran, President 
18th Infantry Regiment Association 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM DWIGHT HOOD, CSM/USA (Retired) 
 
“I find it hard to believe that I have the honor and privilege to serve as HSMOR of the 18th Infantry . I’m looking forward to 
meeting all of you and keeping our Regiment the best in the Army.  George wanted a little career info on me for the newsletter, 
so here goes:  I served in the Army for 22 years and had combat tours with Company G, 75th Airborne Rangers in Vietnam and 
1st Battalion, 18th Infantry during Desert Storm.  Assignments in the Infantry and Special Ops put me on every continent except 
Australia and Antarctica and in every leadership position from squad leader to command sergeant major; in staff positions as 
operations sergeant and intelligence sergeant; and as an instructor in the Infantry School, Ranger Department, Drill Sergeant 
School, TRADOC Brigade Commander’s Pre-Command Course and the ROTC Department at the University of South Carolina. 
After retiring in 1993, I returned to Amory, MS and began a career as a financial advisor.  My wife, Leanna, and I love traveling.  
In my new life as HSMOR, I look forward to serving the 18th Infantry Regiment once again. See you next year in San Antonio!” 
 
 

18th INFANTRY REUNION ����  AUGUST 25-29, 2010 ��� �  SAN ANTONIO, TX 
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HONORARY  COLONEL ����S  COMMENTS 
 
There is much to put in this newsletter, so I will be brief. First of all, we have welcomed our 
2d Battalion back into the fold as of July! It is a great thing to have both our battalions back 
on the rolls. We look forward to a great relationship with the 2d Battalion and we also look 
forward to supporting them in the same fine tradition we have supported the 1st Battalion 
over the years. 
 
The reunion in Dearborn was great! Our attendance was low but those who could come did a 
great job of making it a success. We did a video teleconference with LTC John Vermeesch 
and his staff and commanders and a special bonus was that BG Mike Murray and LTC Chris 
Beckert, both former 1-18 INF commanders, could also attend. The teleconference was the 
envy of the BRO reunion! It was great to see and talk to our fellows in Iraq. 
 
We inducted nine new members into the Order of St Maurice (OSM) at the reunion and 
presented DMOR and HMOR certificates to several very deserving people. The names of all 
honored can be found elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 
Finally, we have received out chapter status in the National Infantry Association (NIA). In that 
regard, there is an insert in this newsletter for those of you who wish to join up with us. Make 

sure you put 18th Infantry in the Chapter line. We will get 25% of all NIA dues back each year which will be used to support the 
OSM awards each year and to support both of our battalions. 
 
The 1st Battalion is scheduled to rotate home from Iraq in the next 60 days. I will leave it to the battalion commander to extend 
any invitations for functions he would like us to attend. If all goes according to plan, we will unveil a painting for the 18th Infantry 
titled �That Body of Brave Men- 18th US Infantry Regiment 1861-2009� at Fort Riley as part of the brigade re-flagging ceremony 
on 22 October 2009. We will induct our new HSMOR, CSM(R) Dwight Hood as part that ceremony. HSMOR Mike Binkley will 
step down at that time after more than four years of absolutely outstanding support to the Regiment and its soldiers and 
families. I cannot thank Mike enough for the job he has done over those four very long and often arduous years with the 
battalion deployed in harm�s way most of the time. 
 
God bless all of you and I look forward to seeing you again.  In Omnia Paratus! 
 
Bill Chamberlain 
HCOR, 18th Infantry Regiment 
 
 

NATIONAL INFANTRY ASSOCIATION (NIA) 
 
The 18th Infantry has formed its own chapter of the NIA.  The NIA supports the Infantry Branch of the US Army.  Recently the 
NIA constructed a new National Infantry Museum at Ft Benning – a world class museum – visit it if you get a chance.  If you are 
an NIA member, we ask you to contact them and affiliate with our 18th Infantry chapter.  If you are not a member, we 
encourage you to join. The NIA sponsors the Order of St Maurice and Shield of Sparta awards for service to the Infantry.  You 
must be an NIA member to receive these awards.  For other member benefits see the NIA web page: www.infantryassn.com. 
 
18th Infantry members inducted into the Order of St Maurice at our Detroit reunion:  Robert Callahan, Ed Fedrick, Dwight Hood, 
Richard 'Jake' Jacobs, Larry Paul, Dan Rogers, Jim Stone, Larry Van Kuran, Andy Wilson.  Congratulations! 
 
 

18th INFANTRY MEMORABILIA 
 

 
We have items of 18th Infantry memorabilia you can purchase – golf shirts w/unit crest embroidered, baseball caps, regular 
issue unit crests, miniature unit crest lapel pins, coffee mugs, & Etc.  If you are interested in our S4 Supplies, please contact 
Larry Van Kuran, 6378 Jamieson Ave, Encino, CA 91316. Ph: 818-427-1577 or email: vankuran@ix.netcom.com 
 
 

NO MISSION TOO DIFFICULT! NO SACRIFICE TOO GREAT! D UTY FIRST! 
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Century Club Members 2009-2010 

 
Let us recognize and thank our members who have contributed so generously so that we may continue to support our soldiers 
and their families.  Thank you! 
 
Ron Betts 
Wendell Olson 
Liberado Mancias 
Ed Fedrick 
Mike Binkley 
Ed Lopez 
Nancy Robohn 
Richard Jacobs 
Larry Paul 
Douglas Keil 
Celestino Dimas 

 

Louis Johnson 
Hazel Johnson 
Paul Caldwell 
Dan Rogers 
Jack Streeter 
Bob Callahan 
John Nykiel 
John McHugh 
Tony "Doc" Tardugno 
David Villanueva 
Richard Carbray 

 

Jack Bennett 
Dorothy Bennett 
Bill Chamberlain 
Jon Kelly 
Jim Stone 
Phil Nielsen  
Russ Oberley  
Denny Sullivan   
Larry Van Kuran 
Hugh Shaw
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